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QUARTERLY MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR June 2018/Issue No. 13 

Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

During January to March, the period under review, in reference to paragraph 9 of resolution 

1977 (2011), I submitted to the Security Council the annual review report of the Committee for 

2017. 

On 27 December 2017, the Secretary-General appointed six new experts to the Group of 

Experts whose role is to support the work of the Committee. Due to the fact, that the first of the 

new experts took up his position on 19 March the Group carried out its work during the 

reporting period in a limited capacity. 

In paragraph 3 of resolution 2325 (2016), the Security Council called on Member States that 

had yet to submit a first report on how they are implementing resolution 1540 (2004) to do so 

without delay. I am pleased to confirm that Timor-Leste submitted its first report on 12 January, 

leaving only thirteen States that have yet to meet this important undertaking. I take this 

opportunity to again remind the remaining non-reporting Member States of the importance of 

submitting their first report to the Committee without delay, and extend the Committee and 

Group of Experts’ assistance and guidance towards this objective. 

The 1540 Committee continued to work with regional organizations and the regional offices of 

UNODA to help Member States develop a voluntary 1540 National Implementation Action 

Plan (NAP). A meeting to assist Turkmenistan to develop a NAP, organized by 

the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) in cooperation with the 

United Nations Office of Disarmament Affairs Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in 

Asia and the Pacific (UNODA/UNRCPD), was held in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan. A 

comprehensive review of the draft NAP was conducted during the meeting, and it was an 

excellent opportunity to brief representatives of different ministries and agencies of 

Turkmenistan about latest developments in the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004), 

discuss measures taken by Turkmenistan to implement the resolution, and better identify areas 

in which further measures need to be taken. 

Additional meetings on developing Suriname and Guyana’s NAPs, organized by the United 

Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin America and the 

Caribbean (UNODA/UNLIREC), took place in Paramaribo, Suriname and Georgetown, 

Guyana. These meetings were a second round of the process to draft these countries’ NAPs. 

These meetings provided an excellent opportunity to brief representatives of different ministries 

and agencies and to better identify areas in which further measures are required. 

In paragraph 29 of resolution 2325 (2016), the Security Council  requested the 1540 Committee 

to continue organizing and participating in outreach events on the implementation of 

resolution 1540 (2004), internationally, regionally and nationally. The Committee and Group 

of Experts accordingly continued to conduct outreach activities as follows: 

• A 1540 Expert participated in WCO’s Operation COSMO 2 preparation conference in

Brussels, Belgium. Operation COSMO 2 will be a customs operation conducted in the

area of strategic trade controls, which is directly related to operative paragraphs 3 c)

and d) of resolution 1540 (2004). The conference was an excellent opportunity to

highlight all obligations of resolution 1540 (2004) and to have general discussions on

key elements of strategic border controls for non-proliferation.

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/1977%20(2011)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2325(2016)
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/1540(2004)
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N16/442/57/pdf/N1644257.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N04/328/43/pdf/N0432843.pdf?OpenElement
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• A 1540 expert participated in the Regional Conference to prevent and combat terrorism 

and proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their means of financing in Latin 

America and the Caribbean in Panama City, Panama. The conference aimed at 

promoting a better understanding of implementing necessary legal and regulatory 

frameworks to prevent and fight against terrorism, the proliferation of WMD and their 

means of financing. The conference also fostered dialogue among the 1540 Group of 

Experts and participating States and international and regional organizations. 

• The 25th Asian Export Control Seminar, organized by the Centre for Information on 

Security Trade Control (CISTEC) with the support of the Government of Japan 

(Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs), took 

place in Tokyo, Japan. The seminar was successfully held with approximately 220 

participants from 33 countries and regions (including ASEAN States, India, China, the 

United States and Europe), international organizations, think tanks, universities and 

other organizations. As in previous years, the seminar provided an excellent 

opportunity to receive an update on current export control-related developments, in 

particular in the Asia-Pacific region. The event also provided a good opportunity for 

the 1540 Expert to brief a wide and relevant audience on resolution 1540 obligations 

and to interact directly with national representatives. If invited, the 1540 Committee 

and its Group of Experts should continue to participate in the event in the coming years. 

 

• A 1540 Expert participated in the seminar Enhancing Strategic Trade and Border 

Controls in Latin America and the Caribbean in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. 

The seminar was developed to facilitate a better understanding for Member States of 

how to implement export and border controls as required by resolution 1540 (2004). 

To this aim, UNLIREC presented its export control licensing handbook as well as a 

guide for developing operational control lists, both of which will be practical tools for 

day to day export and border control administration. 

 

• A 1540 expert participated in the Sub-Regional Conference on the Strengthening of 

Border and Customs Controls and International and Regional Cooperation for the 

Prevention and Fight against Terrorism and the Proliferation of Weapons of Mass 

Destruction, organized by the Organization of American States, Inter-American 

Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), and held in Montevideo, Uruguay. During this 

meeting, the Expert informed representatives of participating Member States and other 

organizations about resolutions 1540 (2004) and 2325 (2016), in particular on issues 

relevant at the regional level. It was also an opportunity to promote cooperation among 

Member States at the regional level to prevent proliferation activities by non-State 

actors.  

 

• A 1540 expert participated in the Global Workshop on the Universalization of the 

International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism (ICSANT), 

the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material (CPPNM) and its 2005 

Amendment, held in Vienna, Austria and organized by the Terrorism Prevention 

Branch of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) with the financial 

support of the Government of Canada. The discussions during the workshop 

highlighted the importance of becoming a party to, and fully implementing, the 

international legal framework against nuclear terrorism. The 1540 Expert had an 

opportunity to deliver a presentation on the status of implementation of resolution 1540 

(2004), its synergies with ICSANT, CPPNM and its 2005 Amendment, as well as raise 

the awareness of the participants of resolution 1540 (2004) and its obligations. 

 

For more information about the Committee and its activities, and for more detailed information 

on resolution 1540 (2004) and its successor resolutions, visit http://www.un.org/en/sc/1540/. 
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